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i. ‘The North Korean government began its rare mineral production program in June 
1948, In Cetober 1948 about 60 tons of monazite from the Cholsan (124-40, 
3246) mine were oxported to the Soviet Union for research purposes, The 
North Koreans exchanged monazite for Soviet tanke and other war materials. 
Tn 1949, abouts 7,000 tons were shipped and in 1950 about 10,000 tons to the 
soviet Inion. 


2. From August 1949. when the three mfjor mines at Cholsan, Sinchon (125-29, 
38.20). and Taedong (12é~44, 39-11) began full production, until Mey 1950, 
mining vas under the Mining Control Burcau. In May 1950, control was shifted 
to the Special Metals Seetion of the North Korean Ministry of Industry. 


4, The Cholsan mine employed 17 technicions, 400 clerks, 500 experts, ano 22,500 
jaborars, The Sinchon mine employed 6 technicians, 150 clerks, 300 experta, 
ani 2,700 leborerg, “he Taedong mine, whieh closed in January 1950 because 
ef poor dreinage, employed 1 technician, 40 clerks, 100 experts and 459 
is torers. 


4. The following is ae table of estimates made by a Soviet expert, Botikov, far 
the major mines in 19482 


Heavy Sanda Mone. zite Quantity of honazite 

Deposit Deposit : Per Ton of lsavy Sand 
Chelsan 10,000,006 tons 106,000 tons 1,000 grams 
Sinchon 7,500,000 tons . 50,000 tons 150 grams 


Medons 7.500.000 tons 
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So The neavy samis at the Taedong and Sinchon wines contain tne LoLiowieu: 
percentages of these riinarelss 


Tho (Thorium 9049 Yq03 20AR 
Ges 28.25 Fe903 Labs 

03 27 BF P203 26 07 
Side 1.85 BOs ol 


Smii amounts of Cad, Pr), HoeQ and OO are also found, these figures apply 
goneraliy to tho Cholsan mine, axeent that the thorium content is from “ive 
ho elgeht percent, 


%, Other itines ooerating in North Morea in lets March 1991 are as follows: 


a. the Shomameni (12540, 39-17 )-S:inhung tel (125-38, 39616) arca mine aver~. 
agee proiuction of G) tons of monazite, with a thorium content of from 
I3 %O 20 pereant, daily. The mine employs 5,009 mon, who produce four to 
eipht poamis cach daily, 


b, The Diyul (ipteI2, 38-31) "LNG, uhich opened in January 1950. employs 
over 19,000 men whe oroduce 14 to 20 pounds enn daily. YThotr say is 
about 20 von par pound, Tae thorium ecntent is from 50 te 60 poreent. 


¢. The mine at Suan (12522, 3%42) is most productive (figures not given), 
eitiov.a the thorien content is low. 


7, The fullouius are tes mines oparated by the North Korean Goverment: 


3 “hangeaagend (E256, Fee3E) 
“apne (125-59 30618) 
Tpawiong (124-56. 3045) 
Sanjinedorg (130-09, 42-07) 
‘iment (126-32, 39249} 
‘sepyong-ni (226-06, 39-215) 
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Deposits estimated at 23.000,003,0C0 tans of heavy sand. untouchod beeause of 
haber costs, are in the “ollowiay aruass& 


Yonsan (127-927, 99-09) bo Kosone (128817, 38-42) 
fwathae-niyon — LK $5. AOR} 


Yonevion (126—22,, 39-50), Xeechon (125-54, 3-42), Pakchon (1296899. Wogs 


‘song (125-15, 39-59), Changjin (127-15, 40-23) areas, 


9, he ore sand is nrocesset by the specific gravity method into hee. wy 
sands, the heavy aands are then preecased by msrnecie concentratac: 
and other metals such as iron and tin, The monanite in finel eounen rote 
about &) percenz ThO,, C2040 


iG. The monagite is nacked cn. cotta. cio th bags wolshing from 20 to $0 
geck and loaded onte freight ones. iy the Cholsen aren - 

an (12443, 39-51) etations & Sinchomares fron + 
soation: and in the Tecdear area soc tho Sunan © 
1949 exported monagzite was sent Ww Lior to awe 
After L949 it was carrie. by radlroac. to Artung ds Me: 
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